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(cham’ pe-on) 
n. 1. A winner of first place in 
a competition. 2. One who 
shows marked superiority. 
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Hungry Buffaloes offer next 
big challenge to 11-0 Huskers 


THIS IS THE WAY it was 
supposed to be when the 
Big 12 was created, and 
Colorado replaced 
Oklahoma as the final 
opponent on Nebraska’s 
schedule in 1996. 

But not since that first 
year of the new confer- 
ence have both teams entered this game 
with a shot at the Big 12 Championship 
game a week later. 

In 1996, Nebraska and Colorado 
entered their day after Thanksgiving 
showdown with identical 9-1 records, 
and both were 7-0 in conference play. 
The fourth-ranked Huskers held off the 
No. 5 Buffaloes 17-12 to make it to the 
inaugural title game. 

Since then, Colorado has 
not put itself in position to 
represent the North 
Division on the _ first 
Saturday in December by 
beating Nebraska. But the 
Buffs have certainly come 
close to knocking off the 
favored Huskers every year 
since, including 1997, when 
Nebraska went on to a 
national championship. 

That year, No. 2 
Nebraska edged Colorado 27-24 in 
Boulder. In 1998, No. 14 Nebraska 
squeezed by 16-14 in Lincoln. In 1999, 
No. 3 Nebraska needed overtime to 
defeat Colorado 33-30 in Boulder. 

Last November, the Huskers needed 
Chris Brown's 29-yard field goal as time 
expired to win 34-32 in Lincoln. 

The Buffaloes may not be back to 
their lofty status of 1996, but they are 
back in the top 25 with an 8-2 (6-1 Big 12) 
record and enter the Nov. 23 showdown 
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On THe Cover 


DeJuan Groce (right) leaps into the 
arms of teammate Ira Cooper as they 
celebrate Groce’s 60-yard punt return 
for a touchdown. Also pictured is 
Jerrell Pippens. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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with a chance to represent the North in 
the title game if they knock off the 
Huskers. So the Buffaloes won’t just be 
playing the spoiler role for a change. 

Kansas State, which has represented 
the North in the championship game the 
two times Nebraska hasn’t (1998 and 
2000) tried to take on that spoiler role 
this time. 

The Wildcats, who had righted their 
ship after a four-game losing streak, led 
14-13 at halftime and had visions of 
pulling off the upset. But a classic drive 
to start the second half led to 18 straight 
points. It wasn’t pretty, but the Huskers 
found a way to win for the 11th time and 
moved one step closer to their goal of 
the Jan. 3 national championship game 

at the Rose Bowl. 
“All in all, it was the kind 
ed of game we expected, and 
an} we feel pretty good about 
the way our players have 
responded now for 11 games 
in a row,” Nebraska Coach 
Frank Solich said. 

You can read about the 7- 
minute, 19-second drive that 
helped the Huskers gain 
control and much more 
about the win over Kansas 
State in this edition of 
Huskers Illustrated. 

Contributing editor Mike Babcock 
has a closer look at Nebraska’s talented 
tandem of I-backs — Dahrran Diedrick 
and Thunder Collins. 

Diedrick, a junior, and senior Eric 
Crouch each rushed for more than 100 
yards, and several teammates produced 
big plays to help make sure Senior Day 
wasn’t spoiled for the emotional group 
who were making their final appearance 
before a raucous crowd of 77,818 at 
Memorial Stadium. 

As the 23 seniors were introduced in 
pregame ceremonies, captain Keyuo 
Craver put his feelings into words, run- 
ning onto the field with a sign that read, 
“I'M GONNA MISS U GUYS.” 

I’m sure the feeling is mutual. 
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Coach Frank Solich says his top two I-backs — 
Dahrran Diedrick and Thunder Collins — complement 
each other very well. By Mike Babcock 


The review of the Colorado game will be mailed Nov. 26. 
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‘Young, Growing’ 


Nebraska men’s basketball Coach 
Barry Collier remained optimistic, 
finding some positives in his team’s 58- 
55 exhibition victory against Nebraska- 
Kearney. 

“1 thought we had a chance to really 
fold when we struggled to score, but 
we did not,” he said after watching the 
NCAA Division I Antelopes take his 
team to the wire. 

“IT liked the fact we had a lot of 
young guys in there and they compet- 
ed hard.” 

After hitting 53.6 percent from the 
field in the first half, Nebraska went 
the first 8:43 of the second half without 
scoring, to allow Nebraska-Kearney to 
make up a 10-point halftime deficit. 

Young players will have to play key 
roles for Collier’s second Cornhusker 
team. Senior guard Cary Cochran is the 
only returning, player with significant 
experience. 

Cochran was third nationally in 3- 
point shooting percentage last season 
and needs only 24 3-pointers to break 
the school career record of 202, held by 
Eric Piatkowski. 

Cochran was 3-for-5 from 3-point 
range and scored 11 points in the exhi- 
bition. 

The bulk of the offense came from 
newcomers Jake Muhleisen and 
Brennon Clemmons, however. 
Muhleisen is a freshman from Lincoln. 
Clemmons is a junior college transfer. 

Muhleisen scored 12 points, while 
Clemmons scored a game-high 19. 

Muhleisen was in the starting line- 
up, with Cochran, seniors Ross 
Buckendahl and Kedrick Ford, and 
sophomore Brian Conklin. Prior to the 
exhibition, Collier said those five, 
along with senior John Robinson and 
freshmen Dan Heimos and John Turek 
had separated themselves from the 
others. 

But the situation is fluid, changing 
from day to day, Collier said. 

The only certainty at this point is 
that freshman  walk-ons — Tony 
Wilbrand, Garth Glissman and Bronsen 
Schliep will redshirt, joining Andrew 
Drevo, a transfer from Morningside 
College. 

The redshirt decision 
made before the exhibition. 

What the team will look like as far 
as starters and rotations won’t be 
immediately apparent, according to 
Collier. “Certainly, | think that into the 
non-conference schedule in any season, 
you need about six or eight games 


had to be 


Second-year Coach Barry Collier found some positives in his team’s performance. 


before you really know what your team 
can do, where you need to look for 
good defensive play in transition, lead- 
ership, scoring and rebounding, and so 
forth,” he said. 

Collier can look to Clemmons for 
defense. The 6-foot-2) guard from 
Indianapolis by way of Olney, IIL, 
Central Community College, made 
four steals in just 14 minutes of play. 

Clemmons’ steals were a key to 
avoiding the upset. “Brennon is very 
capable of playing excellent defense,” 
said Collier. “That's where his strength 
lies, on the defensive end.” 

Clemmons admitted he was nerv- 
ous in his first appearance as a 
Cornhusker. 

“But you've just got to get out there 
and play,” he said. “It felt good. 

He acknowledged that defense was 
his strength, “his best thing,” and he 
took pride in that. “Defense wins 
games, so I’m going to do what I can on 
defense to help us win,” he said. 

His offense, much of it coming on 
drives to the basket, also helped. 
Collier told him if he saw an opening to 
the basket, he should attack. And 
“that’s what I did,” he said. 

He was 6-for-10 from the field and 
7-for-12 from the free throw line. 

Cochran, like Collier, remained up- 
beat following the scare at home, 
before a crowd of 6,562. “We basically 


knew it was going to be a dogfight,” he 
said. “We're young, we’re growing.” 

Collier was encouraged by how 
quickly the young players were picking 
up his system during practice before 
the first of two exhibition games. The 
Cornhuskers were scheduled to play 
the Delta Jammers at the Devaney 
Sports Center on the Tuesday after the 
Kansas State football game. 

They open the season at home 
against North Carolina A&T on Nov. 
20. 

Collier said his second team has a 
better understanding of his system 
than the first did. “I definitely believe 
so. We've introduced a lot more, almost 
twice as much as we did a year ago (at 
this point). These guys have been able 
to absorb it and execute it in subse- 
quent days. I’m encouraged by how 
much they’re able to pick up and rec- 
ognize. Now we need to see if we can 
do it under game conditions.” 

They did, and they didn’t, against 
Nebraska- Kearney, which came as no 
surprise. 

“There will be some ups and downs, 
especially with our young guys trying 
to get their feet, ” Collier said. “But it’s 
also an exciting part of it because the 
attitudes have been very good . . . the 
more we can get into game situations, 
the more we can find out how much 
we're actually executing.” 


OFFENSE, DEFINITELY 

Cornhusker quarterback Eric Crouch 
could be headed for a professional foot- 
ball career on offense, even though he 
has the ability to make the switch to 
defensive back (as Scott Frost did), 
according to Mel Kiper Jr., NFL draft ana- 
lyst for the ESPN cable television net- 
work. 

“| want this kind of player on offense, 
responsible for making plays that change 
the scoreboard,” Kiper wrote of Crouch 
in a recent on-line column for ESPN.com. 

Kiper wrote that he projected Crouch 
as a receiver or running back. 

Gil Brandt, an analyst for NFL.com, 
told the Lincoln Journal Star that an NFL 
team might draft Crouch as a quarter- 
back and then be allowed to “prove or 
disprove to people that he can do the 
job.” In any case, “I don’t think there’s 
any question he'll be drafted,” said 
Brandt. 

Brandt said Crouch is a better athlete 
and probably a better passer than Frost. 


GOLDEN ARM FINALIST 

Crouch is among five finalists for the 
2001 Johnny Unitas Award, to be pre- 
sented on Nov. 27 in Louisville, Ky. The 
award to presented to nation’s top senior 
collegiate quarterback. 

The other finalists are David Carr of 
Fresno State, Joey Harrington of Oregon, 
Zak Kustok of Northwestern and Kurt 
Kittner of Illinois. “It’s a great honor to be 
nominated for such an award," said 
Cornhusker Coach Frank Solich, who 
compared Crouch’s toughness to that of 
Unitas. 

Tommie Frazier won the award in 
1995. Scott Frost was a finalist in 1997. 

Crouch also has been named to the 
Walter Camp and Davey O’Brien watch 
lists. 

“There's no one who does all the 
things that Eric does, and does as well. 
He’s the top quarterback, the top player 
and the top athlete in the country,” said 
Solich. “There’s no question in our 
minds.” 


THORPE AWARD FINALIST 
Senior cornerback Keyuo Craver is 
among 12 semifinalists for the 2001 Jim 
Thorpe Award, pre- 
sented annually to 
the nation’s top colle- 
giate defensive back 
by the Thorpe Award 


Association of 
Oklahoma City. Three 
finalists will be 


announced on Nov. 
20, with the winner 
announced Dec. 6. 

Craver is “playing 
excellent football,” 
Coach Frank Solich 
said. 

Opponents had been trying to avoid 
Craver, he said, but with junior corner- 
back DeJuan Groce “playing so well, 
they started mixing it up and he (Craver) 
responded.” @ 


ww 


Keyuo Craver 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN 

The Nebraska men’s basketball team was picked to finish 11th in the Big 12 in 
a preseason poll of conference-area media representatives. Cornhusker Coach 
Barry Collier dismisses such polls. 

“As | told our team, this is probably one of the few times I’m in agreement with 
the environmentalists,” he said. “| think that’s a large waste of paper and ink, 
those pre-season predictions. 

“So we take that all with a grain of salt.” 

The conference coaches picked Nebraska to finish 12th. Collier can use some 
predictions to motivate his players. “To a certain extent, there’s a desire to show 
up the so-called experts,” he said. 


IT’S ACADEMIC 

Senior tight end Tracey Wistrom has earned an $18,000 
post-graduate scholarship from the National Football 
Foundation and College Hall of Fame. Wistrom is among 16 
recipients of the scholarship, one of whom will also receive 
the Vincent dePaul Draddy Trophy. 

The Draddy Trophy winner will be announced at an awards 
dinner in New York City on Dec. 11. A $25,000 post-graduate 
scholarship accompanies the Draddy Trophy. 

To be eligible, a student-athlete must be a senior or gradu- 
ate student in the final season of collegiate eligibility, with a 
cumulative grade-point average of 3.0 or better. = 

Senior offensive tackle Dave Volk received a $5,000 post- Tracey Wistrom 
graduate scholarship, also from the National Football Foundation and College Hall 
of Fame. 


MEN’S BASKETBALL CAPTAINS 

Seniors Ross Buckendahl and Kedrick Ford have been chosen as captains for 
the Nebraska men’s basketball team. Buckendahl, a walk-on from Battle Creek, 
Neb., sat out last season because of a knee injury. Ford played in only 13 games, 
averaging 1.1 points and 0.3 rebounds. 

Ford is a 6-foot-2 guard from Macon, Ga., who transferred from Neosho 
County, Kan., Community College. Buckendahl is a 6-5 forward, with one career 
start. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— The ESPN Classic cable television network will present a retrospective on the 
1971 Nebraska-Oklahoma “Game of the Century” on Nov. 25, the 30th anniver- 
sary of the game. 

More than 60 players and coaches were interviewed for the retrospective. 

— Nebraska receivers coach Ron Brown told the Lincoln Journal Star that quar- 
terback Eric Crouch would have been an “All-American-type receiver” had he 
opted to play that position. 

Brown's assessment was based on Crouch’s “tenacity” and “excellent hands.” 

— Kansas wide receiver Roger Ross predicts greatness for Cornhusker fresh- 
man I-back Cory Ross, who is sitting out the season as a redshirt. Roger told the 
Lawrence, Kan., Journal World, “he'll be the next Barry Sanders, | promise you.” 
Roger, of course, is Cory’s older brother. 

— Three former Cornhusker basketball players were on opening-day NBA ros- 
ters: Tyronn Lue, Washington Wizards; Eric Piatkowski, Los Angeles Clippers; 
Mikki Moore, Detroit Pistons. In addition, Erick Strickland was subsequently 
signed by the Boston Celtics. 

— Former Cornhusker baseball player Jamal Strong was named the Seattle 
Mariners’ “Minor League Player of the Year” after hitting .326 and stealing an 
organization-high 82 bases for the Mariners’ Class A teams in Wisconsin and San 
Bernardino, Calif. Strong is an outfielder. 

— Janice Bright, a 5-foot-9 high school guard from Los Angeles, has made an 
oral commitment to accept a scholarship from Nebraska. Such commitments are 
not binding, however. 

— Zach Kroenke, a left-handed pitcher at Omaha Northwest High School, has 
given the Nebraska baseball team an oral commitment. The Cornhuskers also 
have oral commitments from Rob Morrissey of Omaha's Millard West High and 
Alex Gordon of Lincoln Southeast High. @ 
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Spreading 
The Word 


The media still plays a huge role 
in the Heisman Trophy selection process 


DON BRYANT, Nebraska’s sports informa- 
tion director, was in Denver advancing the 
game as Coach Bob Devaney’s Cornhuskers 
prepared to play Colorado in early 
November of 1972. Snow fell, and as he 
remembers it, the snow buried his rental car 
in the motel parking lot. 

Dan Jenkins, the well-known writer for 
Sports Illustrated, contacted Bryant to say 
he planned to attend the game and if Johnny 
Rodgers played well, write about Rodgers. 

“Give me a packet (on Rodgers) when I get there,” Jenkins 
said. 

Bryant called back to Lincoln and had Tom 
Simons, his assistant, make copies of newspaper 
stories written about Rodgers. Jenkins got the 
packet. Rodgers had a big day against 
Colorado, And the next week’s edition of Sports 
Illustrated included a story, with photos, about 
the senior wingback. 

The headline was: “Try to catch a bolt of light- 
ning.” And the story concluded with Jenkins’ 
assertion that his Heisman Trophy vote would 
go to Rodgers, “the best football player in the 
country.” 

Because of that story, not long before 
Heisman votes were tabulated, “I’ve always 
given him (Jenkins) credit for putting Johnny 
over the top,” said Bryant. 

Rodgers was the first of Nebraska’s two 
Heisman Trophy winners, of course. Mike 
Rozier was the second, in 1983. And Bryant's 
office handled the publicity for both. 

Sports information directors’ responsibilities have 
changed. They no longer advance games or tote canisters of 
16-millimeter film to distribute to television stations. They 
don't spend Sundays up-dating statistics by hand, typing 
them onto ditto masters, running off copies and then stuffing 
the copies in envelopes. With computers, the dissemination 
of information is instantaneous. 

Even so, the Heisman Trophy selection process is the same 
in many ways now as it was when Rodgers and Rozier won 
the award. The media still plays “a huge role,” Bryant said. 

The majority of the nearly 1,000 voters are media repre- 
sentatives, of course — former Heisman Trophy winners also 
vote. But media involvement goes far beyond the voting. 

The key media outlet is television. It is essential, according 
to Bryant. Heisman candidates must have “outstanding per- 
formances on national television,” he said. “They have to 
perform, do dramatic, spectacular things, get a lot of yards. 
They've got to do that. But people have to see it.” 

Bryant discussed his Heisman Trophy experiences the 
week after Nebraska’s 20-10 victory against Oklahoma, 
which provided Cornhusker quarterback Eric Crouch with 
national television exposure on ABC, as well as mention in 
several influential national publications. 

“T would assume Eric got help with all those guys seeing 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


Eric Crouch’s play in the 
Oklahoma game received 
plenty of exposure. 


him,” said Bryant. 

Sports Illustrated devoted five pages to the game, with a 
story by Austin Murphy, color photographs and the assertion 
that though Crouch hasn’t won a national title, he “might be 
the best quarterback Nebraska ever had.” Such coverage is 
invaluable to his Heisman candidacy. 

Crouch’s statistics weren't out of the ordinary. But he was 
involved in a dramatic play, catching a reverse pass from 
freshman Mike Stuntz and scoring a touchdown, He broke a 
19-yard run to set up the Stuntz pass. And statistics or not, he 
had a significant impact on a big game. 

Rozier’s statistics in 1983 were compelling. He led the 
nation in rushing, with 2,148 yards, averaging an 
NCAA record 7.81 yards per carry — the record 
still stands. And he was only the second 
Division I-A back ever to rush for more than 
2,000 yards in a season. Marcus Allen was the 
first. 

Plus, Rozier performed well in nationally tel- 
evised games, rushing for 159 yards and two 
touchdowns (one on a 60-yard run) against 
Missouri and rushing for 205 yards and one 
touchdown at Oklahoma. He also rushed for 285 
yards and four touchdowns in a regionally tele- 
vised game against Kansas. 

Writers for national publications discuss 
players and such performances with each other. 

“There’s no question about it; there’s a net- 
work,” Bryant said. “The guys who watch a 
player, whether it’s here or anywhere else, talk 
to other writers, other (Heisman) voters all sea- 
son long. They say, ‘Boy, the guy I saw at Texas, 
the guy I saw at Nebraska, he’s something.’ 

“That plants the seed. There isn’t any one thing, but there 
are certain things that if you don’t get them, you're not going 
to win it, being on television, national exposure in Sports 
Illustrated or big-time (newspaper) articles. I don’t think 
anybody can get it without appearing on television. 

“They plug it on the game. ‘He’s a Heisman candidate.’ 
People remember that.” 

The ESPN cable network has changed the dynamics of 
national television exposure, providing highlights that can 
focus attention on a particular player and enhance his 
Heisman chances. But “you can’t create one with TV or 
media or sports information or anything like that,” said 
Bryant. 

The bottom line is, a Heisman Trophy winner has to per- 
form, as Rodgers did at Colorado in 1972. He ran for a touch- 
down, caught a touchdown pass and finished with 266 all- 
purpose yards, most of them on punt returns — including a 
59-yarder that was nullified by a clipping penalty. 

The game was nationally televised, as well as filtered 
through Jenkins’ words. 

“Johnny dazzled them, and Dan came in and said, ‘He’s 
the guy,’ “ Bryant said. 

First and foremost, Rodgers had to dazzle them. But 
Jenkins’ words certainly helped. 
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Husker defensive coordinator Bohl 
is having his most enjoyable season 


SOMEWHERE BETWEEN last year’s strug- 
gles and this season’s dominating perform- 
ance by the Nebraska defense, second-year 
defensive coordinator Craig Bohl started 
feeling — and acting — like his old self 
again. 

The transformation was so gradual that 
Terry nobody can quite put their finger on when 
DOUGLASS it happened. However, Bohl and his players 

agree that there’s been a major change. 

“He's a lot more relaxed,” rush end Chris Kelsay said. 
“He's kind of molding into a defensive coordinator more so 
than ever before. It’s just like going out on the field and get- 
ting game experience. It’s something that he 
kind of needed to get accustomed to and get 
more experience with. 

“He's turned into a great defensive coordina- 
tor and a great coach to play under. I think that 
anybody on the defensive side of the ball would 
tell you that he’s fun to play for.” 

That wasn’t always the case last season. 
Serving in his first year as defensive coordinator 
and following in the footsteps of Charlie 
McBride sometimes made Bohl appear uptight. 

‘Last year, if something happened in a game, 
he would get a little flustered,” middle line- 
backer Jamie Burrow said. 

Bohl admits he was struggling at times with 
his new position. Even though he served for five 
years as linebackers coach under McBride, mov- 
ing into a position where he had to call the shots 
on defense was a big jump. 

Bohl’s demeanor wasn’t helped by Nebraska's perform- 
ance on the field. One year after the Huskers had fielded 
one of their best defenses ever in 1999, Bohl’s first edition of 
the Blackshirts allowed an average of 19.4 points per game, 
which was the school’s worst scoring defense mark since 
1958. The average of 322 yards of total offense gained 
against the Huskers in 2000 was their worst since 1991. 

“Last year was a difficult year for me personally,” Bohl 
said. 

After doing some offseason soul searching, Bohl eventu- 
ally came to the realization that he simply needed to be him- 
self and have confidence that he could get the job done. Bohl 
said it wasn’t that he was trying to imitate McBride, but he 
wasn’t always being true to his nature, either. 

That’s all changed this season. Despite the defense being 
considered a question mark in many preseason publica- 
tions, Bohl retained a quiet confidence that was copied by 
his players. The Huskers overcame the lack of big-name 
stars with eight defensive returning starters who were com- 
mitted to teamwork. Bohl’s defense has also benefited from 
younger players developing into major contributors. 

The result has been a defense that ranks in the top 10 
nationally in nearly every major category. No doubt, it’s 
been quite a turnaround. 

“It’s probably been as enjoyable a year for me coaching- 


Craig Bohl is in his 
second year as defen- 
sive coordinator. 


wise as what I’ve had in 17 years of major college coaching,” 
Bohl said. “And so it’s a very special year, and I think maybe 
it’s surprised some people. But thus far, it’s been really 
enjoyable. | can’t see any reason why it’s not going to con- 
tinue to be an enjoyable year of coaching.” 5 

Bohl said it’s not only fun because the defense is playing 
well but because he’s totally enjoying the relationships he’s 
built with his players. 

“The thing that I guess I found most gratifying is just to 
begin to be myself and for the players to be able to relate to 
me and our coaching staff,” Bohl said. “I think that there's a 
real comfort level and confidence when our coaches look 
them in the eye and we’re asking them to do certain things. 
They know exactly where we're at, and that’s 
been very, very gratifying.” 

Coach Frank Solich said he could see Bohl 
start to enter more of a comfort zone prior to the 
start of the season. For Solich, it’s a case of been 
there, done that, as he replaced Hall of Fame 
coach Tom Osborne after the 1997 season. 

“Craig’s quite a bit more comfortable, and 
that will continue to be the case,” Solich said. “I 
can say that because that’s how | felt. 

“There’s no question now that he’s coaching 
within his personality. That’s not always easy to 
do, but your players know it, and sometimes 
they’ll kind of wait to see how you respond.” 

Burrow said he first noticed Bohl’s transfor- 
mation in a game earlier this season when he for- 
got to cover a receiver coming out of the back- 
field. After the play, one in which both Burrow 
and Bohl knew an assignment had been blown, Burrow said 
Bohl looked like he was getting ready to explode in anger. 
But instead, Bohl told his fifth-year senior, “it’s no big deal.” 

“Twas just shocked that he did that,” Burrow said. “I was 
like, ‘what is that all about?’ but I think he understands that 
when we’re out there on the field and we do make a mistake 
that we do take it personally, and it’s something that we're 
not happy about. We don’t really need coaches jumping all 
over us about it.” 

That doesn’t mean Bohl won’t get in a player’s face. 

“He's not afraid to get on you,” Kelsay said. “But at the 
same time, if you do something good, he'll be the first one 
to come up and congratulate you, too. 

“He's really matured as a defensive coordinator, and he’s 
really allowed us to mature as players under him.” 

Burrow agreed. 

“I would definitely say that he’s more confident in his 
ability to call a defensive game,” Burrow said. “He’s not 
forcing things on his players where maybe last year he just 
tried a little too hard. He’s more laid back and has a better 
personal relationship with each player on defense. 
Whenever you get a coach like that, who really gets his play- 
ers to enjoy playing for him, you're going to have a good 
defense.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
Independent. He can be reached at tdbbdouglass@netzero.net. 
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Colorado 
Classics 


Neither side needs to be reminded 
that this is a significant game 


OH, HOW BILL MCCARTNEY loved to 
make the Big Red faithful’s blood boil. 

Remember when Colorado’s master 
motivator/football coach used to circle 
the Nebraska game on the schedule? 

When he prevented the color red from 
showing up on any of the decor in the 
Buffaloes’ football offices? 

Funny how CU has seemed to get as 
much, or more, mileage from this game 
since toning down its significance. 

Yes, the Buffs’ losing streak to NU is running nine 
games now. But six of those — including each of the past 
five — have been decided by five points or less. 

That, my friends, is what you call a rivalry. 

“My most favorite game I’ve ever been to at 
Nebraska, and I wasn’t even up here yet, was 
the year that Kordell Stewart and Rashaan | 
Salaam came in, and they were picked to win,” 
Nebraska junior rush end Chris Kelsay said. 
“Kordell just kind of buckled at the atmos- 
phere and our Blackshirt defense.” 

The year was 1994, and the No. 2 Buffaloes 
left on the short end of a 24-7 score against the 
No. 3 Huskers. 

“That was a game I'll never forget. It was 
the first game I ever came to at Memorial 
Stadium,” Kelsay said. “I couldn’t believe the 
atmosphere, and after the game was over, they 
tore down the goal posts and all that.” 

Ah, but there have been many other classics 
since. 

Remember last year’s contest in Lincoln? Gary 
Barnett’s team came limping into Memorial Stadium with 
a puzzling 3-7 record, and no one was giving the 
Buffaloes a chance to win. But with freshman quarterback 
Craig Ochs having the game of his promising career, CU 
scored with 47 seconds left to go up 32-31. 

Then came the drive of Eric Crouch’s career. After 
Colorado kicked short, Crouch completed four of five 
passes to march the Huskers 47 yards and leave Josh 
Brown to kick a game-winning 29-yard field goal as time 
expired. 

“Normally, we don’t have to come back throwing the 
football,” Crouch said. “We normally don’t have to kick a 
field goal in the last seconds to win the game. That just 
made it the game that it was,” 

Thoughts of that still bring a smile to Brown’s face. 

“It’s five seconds left — one of those moments that 
you dream about as a kid and that you play around with 
in the back yard,” he said. “They're all going to be mem- 
orable, but that one really is going to stand out. That's 


as 
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Nebraska freshman 
Philip Bland grew up a 
Colorado fan. 


going to be the one I'll tell my children about, and I'll 
show clips to.” 

Both players could make a best-of-moments tape from 
their careers just by putting together the games that 
they’ve played in against Colorado. 

Two years ago, Nebraska raced to a 24-3 lead at half- 
time, and was on top 27-3 going into the fourth quarter. 
CU answered with 24 straight points. Then, after the 
teams exchanged fumbles, the Buffs drove to the 
Huskers’ 20-yard line and lined up to have Jeremy 
Aldrich attempt a 37-yard field goal. 

“I remember I was getting ready to rush the field,” said 
NU freshman rover Philip Bland, a Lafayette, Colo., 
product and son of a former Buff who was then very 
much a CU fan. “It would’ve been the first 
time we knocked off Nebraska in a while — 
and he pushed it.” 

Aldrich’s miss forced overtime, and after he 
hit a field goal to put the Buffs in front, Crouch 
halted any plans the home fans had of cele- 
brating with a l-yard touchdown run. 

“They probably should’ve won that game. 
They could’ve won that game,” Kelsay said. 
“They had a good chance, missed a field goal, 
} and we ended up winning. That was awe- 
some.” 

Nebraska was left with a similar feeling in 
1998, when the Huskers beat CU 16-14 with- 
out scoring an offensive touchdown. 

Crouch also remembers how in 1997, the 
year he redshirted, the Huskers survived a 14- 
point fourth quarter by CU to win 27-24. 

No wonder he feels the series with the Buffs is as good 
as it gets for Nebraska. 

“T just think every time we get together you're getting 
the best from everybody on the field, and you're getting 
the best out of every program and the coaches,” he said. 

It’s just the way McCartney wanted it. 

The difference now is no one needs to circle the game 
to realize its importance. 

“Tt was even different with my dad,” Bland recalled. 
“We'd watch the CU games, but as soon as it was the 
Nebraska game, my dad was almost a different person 
because he was so into it. 

“That's how it'll be forever. They’re always going to 
come to play us, regardless of if they’re 10-0 or 0-10. It’s 
going to be a game every single time those two teams 
play.” @ 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. In addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 


NU I-backs 
Diedrick, 
Collins 
‘complement 
each other 
very well’ 


By Mike Babcock 


ahrran Diedrick did- 
n't make many 
friends among the 
veterans when he 
was on the scout 
team. But he did earn 
their respect. When someone 
pushed, he pushed 
back. When some- 
one shoved, he 
shoved back. And 
when punches 
were thrown, they 
weren't only in his 
direction. He 
punched back. 

He refused to 
back down, and in 
so doing attracted 
the coaches’ atten- 
tion. 


Uf, coach Dave 


Running backs 


Gillespie smiles at the recollection. 
“From the very beginning here there 
would be stories floating around 
about Dahrran on the scout team, 
going after people, getting in fights 
— ‘ every single day, never backing 
*e, } down from anybody,” he said. 

The junior I-back also smiles 
when reminded of his days on the 
scout squad and doesn’t deny the 
altercations. “I got into a lot of push- 


Thunder Collins has shed the reputation he brought from junior college of being a 
finesse runner. 
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ing and shoving, basically every 
day,” he said. 

The problem, as he remembers it, 
was that some of the older players — 
no names here — would hit him after 
the whistle had blown. “And that’s 
what starts the fights,” said Diedrick. 

“You've just got to keep going, 
keep plugging away, and eventually, 
they'll gain respect for you and stop 
doing all that stuff. If you back 
down, they’re going to lose respect 
for you.” 

He took scout-team duties seri- 
ously. He was determined to give the 
top-unit defense a good look, and 
defend himself in the process. “You 
have to do that or you might be stuck 
there,” he said. 

Diedrick spent only one season on 
the scout team before becoming a 
backup as a redshirted freshman. 
And now, after patiently waiting his 
turn, he’s finishing his first season as 
the starter. 

Going into the 
Kansas game, he 
was on pace to 
rush for more 
yards than any 
Cornhusker since 
1997, when 
Ahman Green 
gained 1,877 yards 
— the second- 
highest single-sea- 
son total in school 
history. 

Diedrick and 
Thunder Collins, 
also a junior, have 
formed a talented tandem, capable of 
running inside and out. “They com- 
plement each other very well,” 
Cornhusker Coach Frank Solich said. 

Diedrick has earned a reputation 
for being a “banger,” a physical, 
inside-the-tackles runner, “the kind 
of back that could take rep after rep, 
carry after carry for you,” said 
Solich. 

As proof of that, Solich called his 


_ wl 
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Junior Dahrran Diedrick has earned the reputation for being a “banger,” a physical, 


inside-the-tackles runner. 


number 32 times against Notre 
Dame. 
While Diedrick has shown the 


endurance to carry a sizeable load, 
Collins has shed the reputation he 
brought with him from East Los 
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Angeles Community College of 
being a finesse runner. 

That reputation is no longer 
deserved, if it ever was, according to 
Solich. 

The 6-foot-2, 190-pound Collins 
“shows power and aggressiveness in 
his running style,” Solich said. “I 
wouldn’t classify him as a finesse 
runner. That doesn’t give him 
enough credit because a finesse run- 
ner is a guy that every opportunity, 
tries to do things that are going to 
avoid contact.” 

Collins has broken tackles and 
gone into contact when he’s been 
cornered. “Yet when he has a chance 
to make a big play, he’ll go ahead 
and make quick cuts, accelerate off 
those cuts and do it in a manner that 
he’s always gaining yards and not 
taking a lot of time to do it,” said 
Solich. 

“That’s the style of back we’re 
after. And that’s what he’s turning 
into.” 

Collins claims he has always been 
a physical runner, and a check of film 
from when he played in junior col- 
lege would support that. He pun- 
ished “a lot of linebackers,” he said. 

But he was heavier then, 210 to 
215 pounds. In his one junior college 
season, he rushed for 1,548 yards and 
23 touchdowns in 10 games — only 
seven of which he started. 

Being physical doesn’t necessarily 
depend on size, according to 
Diedrick, who weighs 225 pounds. 
“It’s just your mentality, how you go 
in there,” he said. “You just suck it 
up. You don’t want to have some- 
body knock your head off. You’ve 
got to put it to them before they put 
it to you.” 

That’s been Nebraska’s running 
backs philosophy for as long as any- 
one can remember. It has been 
passed down from the late Mike 
Corgan to Solich and then to 
Gillespie. 

Corgan, who was known as “Iron 
Mike,” coached both Solich and 
Gillespie. 

“It’s a mindset, that you’re going 
to make each guy pay for tackling 
you,” Gillespie said. “Sometimes the 
other guy may win. But hopefully 
the cumulative effect is going to 
show in the third and fourth quarter. 
That’s our philosophy, trying to wear 
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people down. You've got to have a 
tenacity about you.” 

Though Collins had that tenacity 
when he arrived, it took him a sea- 
son as a backup to understand its 
importance in Nebraska’s system. 
Early on, “I was pretty much trying 
to score a touchdown every play,” he 
said. “So instead of running into con- 
tact, | would try to juke a guy to get 
to the outside.” 

He would try to out-run defend- 
ers, relying on his speed. 

Getting to the outside is much 
easier at the junior college level, and 
when he couldn’t do that at 
Nebraska, “I was taking shots I 


shouldn’t have been taking,” he said. 
“Coach Gillespie was like, ‘You 
should be giving the hit. You should- 
n't be taking the hit.’ In two-a-days 
last year, | would ball up to get ready 
for a hit and I wasn’t running 
through the tackle, delivering the 
blow.” 

According to time-tested coaching 
wisdom, when a collision is immi- 
nent, it’s best to square up rather 
than let up. And “I think that’s true,” 
said Collins. “But it takes heart. 

“Some people get scared and they 
don’t want to come into a hit real 
fast, so they hesitate. But I think if 
you come in full speed . . . nine times 
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out of 10 you might get through it.” 

Diedrick agrees. “That’s how it 
is,” he said. “As long as you're not 
the one trying to ease up, you're 
going to get the best out of it. That’s 
something you learn growing up, 
from coaches in high school and 
stuff. The harder you go, the less 
chance you have of getting hurt.” 

He’s been durable, averaging 
about 20 carries a game. And he has 
continued to improve. 

While Collins has shown he can 
get the tough yards inside, Diedrick 
has shown he can make plays. 
“Coming into the season, we weren’t 
really sure about Dahrran being able 


to be a great option back, catching 
option (pitches),” Gillespie said. 
“He’s had some problems before. 

“But he’s been great at that. He’s 
taking care of the football, which has 
really been a plus.” 

Gillespie was sure that Diedrick 
would run tough, however. That was 
apparent from the beginning. 

“T think Dahrran is a very genuine 
guy,” said Gillespie. “He’s not there 
to win friends or please people. He 
so much wants to do things right and 
works very hard at being the perfect 
player.” 

And he won’t back down, under 
any circumstances. i 
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Senior walk-on 
Nelson’s mindset 
has served him 
well through 
some trying times 


asey Nelson lacked the 

size and the background 

to play defensive tackle 

at Nebraska. He was 6- 

foot-2 and 210 pounds, 
and he had played middle line- 
backer on an eight-man high school 
team. 

What the senior walk-on didn’t 
lack, however, was determination. 

“I knew when I came down here I 
was going to play. I wasn’t going to 
give up,” he said. “I had it in my 
mind that I would do whatever it 
took to get on the field. 1 wasn’t 
going to sit back and watch games, 
just be a practice player. I was going 
to get on that field, contributing. 

“T set my mind right away, pretty 
much in high school.” 

The only uncertainty, if there was 
any, was because of his love of bas- 
ketball. Some small schools offered 
him scholarships to play basketball 
and football. And such offers were 
attractive. 

Even now, at 6-2 and 285 pounds, 
Nelson occasionally daydreams 
about asking Coach Barry Collier if 
he could try out for the Cornhusker 
basketball team when football sea- 
son is over. 

“I’m not going to lie, it’s still in 
the back of my mind,” he said with a 
smile. 

When it came time to make his 
college decision, Nebraska football 
won the tug-of-war. Scholarship or 
not, if he had gone to a small school 
to play both sports, “I wouldn’t have 
had my whole heart in it like I would 
here,” he said. “This was always my 
first love, to play for the Huskers. 
Kids all around the state, they know 
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how it is. They’d give anything just 
to come down here and be a part of 
this.” 

That mindset has served him well 
through some trying times. 

Nelson had some idea of what he 
was getting into after attending 
Nebraska’s summer camp before his 
junior and senior years in high 
school. After his second camp, he 
discussed the possibility of walking 
on with Craig Bohl, the linebackers 
coach and now the defensive coordi- 
nator. 

When it was suggested that he try 
defensive tackle, he didn’t argue. 
There were a lot of walk-on lineback- 
ers but not a lot of defensive linemen, 
so he decided to give it a try. 

“I was like, ‘I'll do whatever it 
takes to help the team,’ “ he said. 


His willingness to try was reward- 
ed with the opportunity to line up on 
the scout squad against offensive 
linemen such as Aaron Taylor, Jon 
Zatechka, Eric Anderson and Fred 
Pollack. 

Initially, they out-weighed him by 
as much as 80 or 90 pounds. 

“There were some big guys, but I 
knew I had to stick with it if | want- 
ed to fulfill my dreams,” said 
Nelson. Also, “in the back of your 
mind, you're just so thankful to be 
here.” 

If he could find something posi- 
tive in taking a daily pounding from 
a national championship offensive 
line in practice, he couldn’t in the 
case of a shoulder injury suffered 
during his first spring. 

He was fighting through a dou- 


ble-team in group work and got hit 
from the side. The shoulder popped, 
and he ended up having to undergo 
surgery to repair extensive ligament 
damage. 

He was sidelined for a year and a 
half, a frustrating experience, partic- 
ularly because he thought, at most, 
he would be out for six to eight 
months. “I wanted to get back out 
there,” he said. 

He made the best of the situation, 
however, working in the weight 
room to get stronger and gain some 
weight — he weighed about 250 
when the injury occurred. When he 
returned for the 1999 season, his 
weight approaching what 
would be appropriate for a defensive 
tackle — 270 or 280. 

He lived in the weight room dur- 
ing his rehabilitation, he said. 

Because of the time lost because of 
the shoulder injury, Nelson plans to 
follow Dan Hadenfeldt and John 
Gibson in applying to the NCAA for 
an additional season of eligibility. 

The application can’t be filed until 
after this season, which would be his 
last. And there’s no guarantee. But 
he’s optimistic about his chances, as 
well as those of Jason Lohr, another 
senior defensive tackle who suffered 
a season-ending knee injury in the 
Notre Dame game. 

“Hopefully, we'll both be back,” 
said Nelson, who’s in the rotation 
with Jeremy Slechta, Jon Clanton, 
Ryon Bingham, Patrick Kabongo and 
Manaia Brown. “They say there’s a 
pretty good chance.” 

Even so, he realized after the 
Oklahoma game that his time at 
Nebraska could be coming to an end, 
that “I’ve only got one more time to 
play here (Memorial Stadium), 
against Kansas State. There’s a 
chance that could be my last,” he 
said. And now that game has been 
played, too. 

If the NCAA were to grant him 
another season, he wouldn’t have 
anything more to prove. But he 
would still be driven by the determi- 
nation that enabled him to overcome 
some long odds. 

“My close friends and family, they 
believe in me,” he said. “But I think a 
lot of people really did doubt me. 
And that’s what helped me get 
going, too. That drove me to work 
even harder.” 
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eaten 


Nebraska quarterback Eric 
Crouch, playing his final game 
at Memorial Stadium, breaks 
a tackle on a 14-yard run for 
the game’s first touchdown. 


Willie Amos 


Right Place, 
Right Time 


Willie Amos was overly mod- 
est about his two interceptions. 

“T was just in the right place 
at the right time,” the sopho- 
more free safety said. “It was a 
combination of technique and 
play calling by the coaches that 
allowed me to be in the right 
spot.” 

Right spot or not, he had to 
make the plays, which were piv- 
otal in Nebraska’s 31-21 victory 
against Kansas State. He 
returned the first interception 20 
yards for the game’s second 
touchdown, and he returned the 
second 50 yards to set up a 28- 
yard Josh Brown field goal early 
in the fourth quarter. 

“Willie Amos really played 
well,” said defensive coordina- 
tor Craig Bohl. 

His interceptions were “very 
big,” Coach Frank Solich said. 
“It was obvious his intercep- 
tions were outstanding. It was 
great to see him come back and 
have this kind of game.” 

Amos has been hampered by 
a hamstring problem, which 
sidelined him for three games. 

“This should give him a great 
deal of confidence,” said Solich. 

The interceptions were the 
third and fourth of the season 
for Amos, who now leads the 
team. The last Cornhusker to 
intercept two passes in a game 
was Mike Brown, against Texas 
A&M in 1999, 
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Huskers use 
vintage drive 
to take charge 
on Senior Day 


By Mike 
Babcock 


Photos by 
Scott Bruhn 


he drive was vintage 

Nebraska, timeless, as 

enduring as the inscrip- 

tions preserved at the 

four corners of Memorial 

Stadium. It covered 77 
yards on 15 plays in 7 minutes and 19 
seconds. 

And it produced a touchdown that 
served notice the Cornhuskers 
weren’t ready to give up dreams of 
playing for a national championship 
in the Rose Bow! game on Jan. 3, 2002. 

The drive began with Dahrran 
Diedrick’s 5-yard run, and it ended 
with his 2-yard run. And all but one of 
the 15 plays were runs, including 
eight carries by Diedrick for 41 yards. 

The one pass came on third-and-12 
from the Nebraska 32-yard line, a 
completion from Eric Crouch to John 
Gibson, good for 17 yards and, more 
importantly, a first down. 

In the aftermath of the 
Cornhuskers’ 31-21 victory against 
Kansas State, that pass, on a “shoot 
route,” might easily have been forgot- 
ten. Afterall, Crouch threw only seven 
passes, completing three with two 
interceptions. But the third of his 
completions was critical, keeping the 
drive alive. 


Junior I-back Dahhran Diedrick gained 
41 of his team-leading 108 yards on the 
crucial scoring drive to open the second 
half. The Huskers marched 77 yards in 
15 plays and 7:19. 


Nebraska had run from the same 
formation just prior to the pass, and 
“it was obvious if things go right, 
John would have a chance on that,” 
Coach Frank Solich said afterward. 

“It was a very big completion,” 
said Crouch. “John just sat there in 
the hole, and the backers were in a 
zone underneath. John did the best 
job he could of putting himself in the 
right area.” 

And he, Crouch, did the best job 
he could of putting the ball where it 
needed to be. 

To understand the significance of 
the pass, and the greater context of 
the touchdown drive, consider that 
Nebraska trailed 14-13, following an 
unlikely set of circumstances that saw 
Kansas State score two touchdowns 
in the final 2:57 of the first half to stun 
a Senior Day crowd of 77,818. 

The Wildcats’ first touchdown 
came after a blocked punt gave them 
possession at the Nebraska 7-yard 
line, and the second came on quarter- 
back Ell Roberson’s only complete 
pass in 11 attempts, a 32-yard heave 
on third-and-seven with no Kansas 
State timeouts and just 6 seconds 
remaining. 

Those scores offset a 13-0 start, 
fashioned earlier in the quarter with 
Crouch’s 14-yard touchdown run and 
Willie Amos’ 20-yard interception 
return for a touchdown 23 seconds 
later. 

A missed extra-point kick after the 
Amos touchdown, following a 15- 
yard personal foul penalty against the 
Cornhuskers, seemed of little conse- 
quence at the time. Nebraska 
appeared to be poised to roll over the 
Wildcats, as has been commonplace 
at Memorial Stadium in recent sea- 
sons. 

Not surprisingly, when Nebraska 
went to the locker room at halftime, a 
lot of defensive players “were pretty 
upset,” said senior middle linebacker 
Jamie Burrow, who finished with 12 
tackles. 

“We felt there shouldn’t be 14 
points against us.” 

So before the coaches entered the 
locker room, some of _ the 
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Cornhuskers’ 23 seniors spoke up. 
Because of the leadership they exhib- 
ited, “I think it was a little bit of a 
defining moment,” defensive coordi- 
nator Craig Bohl said. “Our defensive 
players were certainly frustrated.” 

Despite that frustration, however, 
the locker room might have been “a 
little quieter than normal,” said 
Solich, “because I just feel like they 
(players) felt like they had let a little 
bit slip away. So we just went to work 
as usual at halftime, putting up plays 
and talking through some things. 

“We had shown the ability to move 
the ball. We had shown the ability to 
make plays on defense, make plays on 
special teams . . . we needed to come 
out and do that the second half. 

“They were certainly challenged, 
and I think they responded very 
well.” 

That was reflected in the touch- 
down drive to start the second half. 
And it was reflected on Nebraska’s 
first defensive series after the inter- 
mission. The Cornhuskers allowed a 
first down before forcing a punt that 
DeJuan Groce returned 60 yards for a 
touchdown, to increase the lead to 28- 
14. 

Josh Brown added a 28-yard field 
goal 26 seconds into the fourth quar- 
ter, following a second Amos inter- 
ception and 50-yard return, to cap 
Nebraska’‘s 11th consecutive victory. 
Kansas State might have been adding 
to the lead instead of taking it late in 
the first half if it could have capital- 
ized on three scoring opportunities in 
the first quarter. 

The Wildcats reached the Nebraska 
27-yard line on their first possession, 
only to lose 25 yards on consecutive 
plays and be forced to punt on fourth- 
and-34 at the Cornhusker 48. 

They recovered a Dahrran 
Diedrick fumble at the Nebraska 20- 
yard line and could get no closer than 
the 15, settling for a 34-yard field goal 
attempt that Tim Demerath blocked. 

And they took possession at the 
Cornhusker 38-yard line following an 
interception of a Crouch pass. But 
Roberson threw three incomplete 
passes under pressure, and they 
forced to punt. 


Nebraska's defensive effort in the 
first quarter, “had a big impact,” said | Sophomore free safety Willie Amos races 20 yards for his first career touchdown on 


Bohl. the first of his two interceptions. He leads the team with four pickoffs. 
“At that time, we could have let the 
game slip away a little bit.” they were on the field for more than Diedrick and Crouch each rushed 
The Cornhusker defenders refused —_ nine minutes of the first quarter, giv- for more than 100 yards against a 
to let the game slip away, even though __ ing the offense time to get rolling. Kansas State defense that went into 


The Nebraska running game benefitted 
from the return of fullback Judd Davies 
(above), who had been sidelined by an 
ankle sprain suffered early in the Texas 
Tech game. He rushed for 23 yards. 


the game ranked second nationally 
against the run. The Wildcats were 
allowing, on the average, 67.13 rush- 
ing yards per game. Diedrick rushed 
for 108 yards, Crouch for 106. 

They combined to rush for 100 of 
those yards in the second half. “We 
just knew we had to go out there and 
run the football,” said Diedrick. “We 
went right at them.” 

That was particularly the case on 
the touchdown drive to start the sec- 
ond half. 

“I was real encouraged to see the 
fight and the drive and the energy 
they had in the second half,” Solich 
said of his players. “I think the open- 
ing drive was really crucial for us.” 

In addition to the pass to Gibson, 
Crouch picked up first downs on two 
other third-down plays on the drive, 
gaining 2 yards on third-and-1 at his 
own 32-yard line and then running 17 
yards to the Kansas State 1-yard line 
two plays before Diedrick took the 
ball into the end zone. 

Diedrick was matter-of-fact in 
describing the drive. “That just says 
that when we know we have to get 
things done . . . we really bust it,” he 
said. “We knew we could run up the 
middle on them.” 

That’s been the basis of the offense 
since before Diedrick and his team- 
mates were born. 


Notes And Quotes From The Kansas State Game 


POOCHES 

Nebraska tried to avoid giving Kansas State’s Aaron Lockett an opportunity to 
return kickoffs by having Josh Brown “pooch” kick the ball, forcing someone else 
to field it. “The last thing we wanted to do was set ourselves up for being demor- 
alized by a great kickoff return,” Frank Solich said. 

Lockett went into the game averaging 33.2 yards per kickoff return. Among his 
10 kickoff returns was a 97-yarder for a touchdown. He returned two for 19 yards 
against the Cornhuskers. 

Josh Scobey had KSU’s best kickoff return, a 24-yarder in the fourth quarter. 


SACK ATTACK CONTINUES 

The Cornhuskers had three quarterback sacks, led by weakside linebacker Mark 
Vedral’s 1.5. Nebraska has had at least one sack in each game this season, with 39 
total for 328 yards in losses. Middle linebacker Jamie Burrow and rush end 
Demoine Adams also were involved in sacks. 


THIRD TIME NO CHARM 

Tim Demerath, one of 23 Nebraska seniors dressing for their final home game, 
blocked a punt in the first quarter. It was the third consecutive season in which the 
Cornhuskers have blocked at least one kick against Kansas State. They have 
blocked four kicks, three of them punts, this season. 


STREAK SNAPPED 
Eric Crouch’s 14-yard touchdown run with 9:06 remaining in the second quarter 
ended a string of 10 quarters in which Kansas State had not allowed a touchdown. 
The rushing touchdown was the 57th of Crouch’'s career. He ranks fifth all-time 
in NCAA Division I-A in rushing touchdowns and sixth among non-kickers in 
career scoring with 356 points. 


FANCY PASSING, NOT 

Crouch completed only 3-of-7 passes with two interceptions. But two of his 
completions were significant. He and Thunder Collins teamed on a 45-yard pass to 
set up the game's first touchdown, and he passed to John Gibson for 17 yards on 
third-and-12 in the touchdown drive to start the second half. 

Kansas State’s Ell Roberson completed just 1-of-11 passes with two intercep- 
tions. His one completion went to Aaron Lockett for 32 yards and a touchdown late 
in the first half. 

Marc Dunn completed 3-of-7 passes, with one interception. “We had the 
momentum going into halftime with the long (Roberson) touchdown pass, then 
they came out in the second half and scored on a long touchdown drive and got 
the crowd back into the game,” he said. 

The Wildcats’ inability to pass proved to be their undoing. “| am not a big 
believer in stats, but it is all right there — 37 yards passing, three interceptions and 
that’s our demise,” Coach Bill Snyder said. “Against a team like Nebraska, you 
can't do the things that we did and expect to have a chance.” 

Snyder acknowledged that his team had “some problems” passing. 

“You can’t throw the ball to the other team,” he said. “That's not the way you 
execute your pass offense. You can throw it out of bounds. You can throw it in the 
dirt. You can go to the ground with it. You can do a Jot of things. You just can’t 
throw it to those other guys.” 

But the Wildcats did, three times. 


THIS ONE’S FOR YOU 

Twenty-three seniors were introduced before the game. “We are really glad the 
seniors get to go out as winners at home,” said junior |-back Dahrran Diedrick. “I 
would hate to be on a team that let its seniors go out as losers.” 


DESERVES MORE 

DeJuan Groce’s 60-yard punt return for a touchdown was the longest of his 
career and his first for a score. His previous long return was 34 yards against 
Missouri. The return gave Nebraska a two-touchdown cushion. “When DeJuan 
got in, we were really happy,” Diedrick said. He deserves a lot more.” 


INJURY REPORT 

Reserve split end John Klem was helped off the field after suffering a sprained 
knee late in the second quarter. He did not return. Rover Philip Bland, a part-time 
starter as a true freshman, sat out with an ankle injury apparently suffered in the 
Kansas game. Coach Frank Solich, who had refused to comment on the injury sit- 
uation much of the week, said in a radio interview Friday night that one player 
would be a game-time decision. He did not identify the player. 
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North 
Conf. All 
Nebraska 7 0 11 
Colorado 6 1 8 
lowa State = 4 5 
Missouri 3 4 4 
Kansas State 2 5 4 
Kansas 1 6 2 
South 
Conf. All 
Texas 6 1 9 
Oklahoma 5 1 9 
Texas A&M 4 3 r 
Texas Tech 4 3 6 
Baylor 0 7 2 
Oklahoma State 0 6 2 


Nov. 10 results 

Nebraska 31, Kansas State 21 
Colorado 40, lowa State 27 
Oklahoma 31, Texas A&M 10 
Texas 59, Kansas 0 
Texas Tech 49, Oklahoma State 30 
Missouri 41, Baylor 24 

Nonconference opponents 
Rice 59, Tulsa 32 
Troy State 44, Louisiana-Monroe 12 
Alabama-Birmingham 38, TCU 17 
Notre Dame idle 
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SINWW = 


Colorado (8-2) 


Aug. 26 Fresno State, L 24-22 
Sept. 1 Colorado State, W 41-14 
Sept. 8 San Jose State, W 51-15 
Sept. 22 Kansas, W 27-16 


Oct. 6 at Kansas State, W 16-6 


Oct. 13 Texas A&M, W 31-21 
Oct. 20 at Texas, L 41-7 
Oct. 27 at Oklahoma State, W 22-19 
Nov. 3 Missouri, W 38-24 
Nov. 10 at lowa State, W 40-27 
Nov. 23 Nebraska 
Nov. 17 


Oklahoma at Texas Tech 
lowa State at Kansas 
Missouri at Kansas State 
Oklahoma State at Baylor 
Nov. 23 
Nebraska at Colorado 
Texas at Texas A&M 
Nov. 24 
Oklahoma State at Oklahoma 


At Colorado 
Nov. 23 


Location: Boulder, Colo. 
Enrollment: 26,035 
2001 record: 8-2 


Coach: Gary Barnett, 3rd 
season 


| Series: Nebraska leads 32-14-2 


2:30 p.m. CST (ABC) 
Folsom Field, Boulder, Colo. 


Buffalo to Watch 


Tailback Cortlen Johnson 
became the first Colorado player to 
gain 100 yards both rushing and 
receiving in a 
game in the victo- 
ry over lowa 
State. The 5-foot- 
9, 200-pound sen- 
ior rushed 27 
times for 172 
yards and one 
touchdown and 
caught six passes 
for 105 yards and 


another TD. 

Johnson has led the Buffaloes in 
in rushing the past two seasons and 
had good success against Nebraska, 
with 135 yards rushing as a sopho- 


more and 155 yards and three touch- 
downs last year in Lincoln. 


Quick Facts 


Since losing their opener to 
Fresno State (24-22), Colorado has 
won eight out of nine games, includ- 
ing three straight. Their only loss in 
that stretch came at Texas (41-7). 

The Buffs will be looking for 
revenge after last year’s narrow 
loss in Lincoln. CU took a 32-31 lead 
with just 47 seconds to play, but the 
Huskers quickly drove downfield, 
and Josh Brown kicked a 29-yard 
game-winning field goal as time 
expired. Now they face the Huskers 
again, with a berth in the Dec. 1 Big 
12 Championship game on the line. 
“I'm real proud of where this team 
is,” Coach Gary Barnett said. “We 
finally are in position for a big game, 
and it will be a big game. We've 
been shooting for it for 50 weeks.” 

Quarterback Craig Ochs, who 
passed for 1,778 yards (254 at 
Nebraska) and seven touchdowns as 
a true freshman, has been sidelined 
for three games with a strained 
ankle/foot tendon. His replacement, 
senior Bobby Pesavento, finished 
16-of-25 for 230 yards with no inter- 
ceptions against lowa State. He has 
passed for 921 yards and six touch- 
downs, compared to 1,220 and 
seven touchdowns for Ochs. 
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COLORADO'S PLANS TO CELEBRATE A HUSKER 


UPSET DON'T TURN OUT THE WAY THEY HOPE! 


Brian Hill 
Editor 

Colorado has been waiting for 
this one since Josh Brown's 
game-winning field goal sailed 
through the uprights as time 
expired last year in Lincoln. The 
last five meetings have been 
decided by a total of 15 points. 
The winner each of those times 
will take another close one this 
time around. Nebraska 34, 
Colorado 31 


Mike Babcock 

Contributing Editor 
The Buffaloes have a source of 
consternation for Nebraska in 
recent seasons. The Cornhuskers 
have escaped with dramatic victo- 
ries, however, and the same 
should be true this’ time. 

Nebraska 31, Colorado 21 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island Independent 
Sports Editor 

Once again, Nebraska's trip to 
Boulder looms as scary proposi- 
tion for the Huskers. The thin 
mountain air and thick Colorado 
confidence this season should 
make this one an absolute dog- 
fight, but that’s nothing new when 
these two teams get together 
Nebraska 31, Colorado 30 


Mark Collins 
Buffalo Sports News 
Editor 

Colorado has outplayed the 
Cornhuskers the past three years 
and lost. The Buffaloes are playing 
with a potent running game for the 
first time in years. Expect them to 
get the W this time around. 

Colorado 31, Nebraska 27 
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Nebraska vs. Kansas State 


Nov. 10, 2001 ° Memorial Stadium e Lincoln, Neb. 


Kansas State 0O 14 
Nebraska 0 13 


Team Stats 


KSU NU NU — Eric Crouch 14-yard run 
First Downs 14 18 (Josh Brown kick) 
Seale ¥ NU — Willie Amos 20-yard 
Penalty 0 0 interception return (Brown kick 
Rushing Attempts 44 58 i 
Yards aad Ap are 279 285 failed) Nebraska nose tackle Jon Clanton tackles 
3 KSU — Ell Roberson 5-yard 
Yards Lost Rushing 40 21 ; ¥: KSU quarterback Ell Roberson for a loss. 
Net Yards Rushing 239 264 run (Joe Rheem kick) 
oS Yards ene 3 37 60 KSU — Aaron Lockett 32-yard 
asses Attempte 18 7 * 
Pade Coniplated ri 3 pass from Roberson (Rheem kick) 
Had Intercepted 3 2 NU — Dahrran Diedrick 2-yard 
oe fee 62 65 run (Diedrick run) 
1 
otal Net Yards 276 324 NU — DeJuan Groce 60-yard Name Att. Yds. YPG 1D 
Avg. Gain Per Play 4.5 5.0 F Diedrick, D FS Se 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1 punt return (Brown kick) Crouch, E. 11 18 953 866 16 
ies: 5 = z , Collins, T. "1 83 «586 53.3 5 
Penalties-Yards 7-32 4-41 NU — Brown 28-yard field goal Davies, J: 10 ©638-~S229siks 
Punts-Yards 6-235 14-113 KSU — Joe Hall 1-yard run Grixby, D. 7 25 104 14.9 0 
Avg. Per Punt 39.2 28.3 ‘ renee oF s AR ae eS iss a 
Punt Returns-Yards 2-30 3-70 (Rheem kick) Davis, J. an 8 61 5.5 1 
Interceptions-Yards 2-4 3-70 Att. — 77,818 Cornelsen, B. 10 2 33 3.3 0 
Fumble Returns-Yards 1-1 0-0 Weather os Sint Kasih 8 2 82 0 u 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-43 4-74 y PASSING 
Possession Time 28:34 31:26 Temp. — 69 Name G C-A-l Pct. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E, " 92-1618 a 1312 7 
— = - — Ord, J. hg se 
Individual Statistics Stuntz, M. Sip) DEgnIC0, 07 TGS ad 
Adams, D. ot t 1% 0 085 RECEIVING 
NEBRASKA Ricketts, P. oa, 1 0 1-0 0 Name G No. Yds. YPG TD 
port. 311 3) 3) i ie 
ingen erg, = istrom, T. i 
RUSHING coo I. > 4, 0 ty) 0 Collins, T. 11. 15 170 113 © 155 0 
Name Yds. YPC LNG TD Bibs oy a Ait i en ee aye ! 
Diedrick, D. ai 108 45 19 1 jowling, J. 5. : 
Crouch, E. 2 198 4.6 mS KANSAS STATE Ringenberg, K. sit g ns Hee 10 o 
ollins, T. 7 45 18 #00 , E, A F 
Davies, J. 5 23 4.6 6 0 RUSHING 
Name Yds. ypc LNG TD N FIELD ) GOALS L 
PASSING Robertson, E. ae 119 14 749) 31 Seat iS (Me Gcod ong 
Name CAI Pct. Yds. TD Hall, J. 8 48 60 221 DeAngelis, S 8 3 2 23 
Crouch, E. 3-7-2 42.9 60 0 Scobey, J. 14 36 2.6 6 0 PANS 
Sproles, D. 2 24 12.0 20 0 
Cartwright, R. 4 12 30 10 3 PUNTING 
RECEIVING Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Name No. Yds. YPC LNG TD PASSING Larson, K. 52uee 2201 e423) 268 
Collins, T. 1 45 45.0 45 0 Name AI Poti = Vda. TD 
Gluson, ¥. i eye 8 Roberson,E. 1-112 94 32 0 PUNT RETURNS 
oo Dunn, M. 3-7-1 42.9 5 0 Nene is ie yess ann ae TD 
roce, VD. 1 
PUNTING RECEIVING Craver, K. 22 246 «112 «450 O 
Name No, Yds, Avg. LNG Name No. Yds. YPC LNG TD Cornelsen, B. {OS ee 
arson, K. 7 44 ockett, A. 2 40 20.0 32 1 
Team 1 D “00: 6 Cartwright, R. 1 9 “99 “9 9 -. KICKOFF RETURNS Pe 
cobey, J. - -3. lame ‘ds. 
PUNT RETURNS PUNTING Davis, J. 0 ‘i 25.9 43 0 
Name ds. YPR LNG TD DEFENSE 
Groce, D. Ne; VG 350 60 1 Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Craver, K. 1 0 0.0 0 0 Ronsick, M. 6 235 39.2 47 re i < oe en uu atin mts Sie 
urrow, J. y 5. 
KICKOFF RETURNS PUNT RETURNS Vedral’ M. 1) 33 32 58 725 1-0 25-8 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD beet Nes i er LNG i Booker, D. 1130 21 51 1-1 1-18 0 
Davis, J. 3 63 210 24 O , Shanle, S. 1125 25 50 836 0 3-25 
Ringenberg,K. 1 11 #6100618 Newman, T. 1 13° «13.0 «130 Ruud, B. 11 17. 31 48) 16-155 0) (O53 
Kelsay, C. 1124 22 46 17-58 0 5-24 
DEFENSE KICKOFF RETURNS es Slechta, J. Tei 2s Tienes Oe ET 
ame No. 'S. 
Name UT AT FL Int. Sacks Scobey, J. 1 24 24.0 240 TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Burrow, J. 5 F 48] 1-17 6 1-17 Lockett, A. 2 19 9.5 1 0 ae ps Ck Yards eee acne 
Booker, D. 4 4 8 0 
Vedral, M. 304 7345 0 15-13 DEFENSE Average ReaRiayi Aue mei 
Shanle, S. oT, 4G 0 0 0 Name UT Att FL Int. Sacks Net Reshin Yards 3,422 1,023 
Kelsay, C. ar ay “aR AO 0 0 McGraw, J. I SN a a 0 Atioinetee "653 366 
Hollowell, TJ. 3 1 4 0 0 0 Buhl, J. 1. Gy 4a ey 0 0 TDs Roshin 42 6 
Amos, W. Zod vas 8270 0 Pierce, T. 210 12 23 0 0 Net Passing-Vards 1,440 1,841 
Slechta, J. a a’ 0 0 0 Reese, T. 4 4 8 0 0 0 Completions “98 "162 
Ruud, B. 1. (th a 6 0 0 Leber, B. 218 Fo 0 0 0 Avardge\PerPass 8.4 49 
Craver, K. Yr YW oe 0 0 0 Newman, T. 43 7 15 0 0 Average Per Catch 14.7 11.4 
Groce, D A DS, ass 0 0 Washington, R a is 0 0 0 Average Per Game 130.9 167.4 
Nelson, C. Mtr Zee 0 0 0 Yates, D. ~ ae Oo 1-4 0 TDs Passing 8 bs 
Thomas, W. 3 | 0 0 0 Shull, A. (ie ee Qo 0 9 Sacks By-Yards 39-328 7-53 
Demerath, T. 1 0 0 0 Tyler, D. 271.3 tt) 0 Q Fumbles-Lost 22-12 19-7 
Benolitng, Cc. 1 : : : a 4 e Brvantitt. ; Z 3 e . ° Penalties-Yards 61-594 70-526 
on, J. i ogial, J. 
Smith, J. eee ee Hickman, B. 10 7 o o o | geening' Ass" aad Sra se or ret 
Diedrick, D. 1D a 7 0 0 Williams, M. 1. i og 0 0 0 : Aah, ieee tay) ae Ora] 27 
Rutherford, J. ce ee 0 0 Roberson, E. FO tied 0 0 Beonens 


: | BIG 12 
HEADQUARTERS ~ Championship 


Tickets 


Husker Apparel and Gifts 


| 
' 
' 
' 
Always the } 
Best Service 1 
Best Selection , 
Best Prices | priority system, most are ENDZONE seats (verify through Big 12). 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 
1 
' 
' 
' 


SOLD OUT to individuals. NU gets ONLY 8,500 tkts., sold by NU 


YOU CAN GET TICKETS : RESERVE package w/lodging/tkts., 
(no travel) not obligated if NU not in game. Tell your NU friends! Variety 
of hotels, seat locations, prices. Don’t pay high $$$ to ticket brokers! 
Packages w/hotels save you $100 or more than those prices & compared to 
other packages you will see. 3rd YEAR advertised in Huskers Illustrated. 
Also Cotton Bowl reservations w/great seats, not obligated if NU not in game! 
Hundreds helped, solid NU references! Keep this info in your files for 

Stop in & pick up a catalog) future years! Tell your NU friends! They will thank you! 
or order one on-line at: | FOR DETAILS: send e-mail to nebraskaalumni@yahoo.com & duplicate 
to jrcobber@swbell.net Jim Reinhart owner Texasports Charters, member 
www.huskerheadquarters.com NU Alumni Assn., Platinum Sponsor of Cotton Bowl. 
| | Get priority for other bowls! 2609 Ave. “O” 1/2 Galveston, TX 77550 
| Locally owned & operated. | (409) 762-4676 M-F 6pm- 10:30 pm est 


1120 P Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 


Toll Free 1-888-800-7095 


“As Seen on ABC TV” 


of an 


Rockies 


Estes Park, Colorado Est. 1996 
WELCOME HUSKER FANS...YOUR ONLY HUSKER SHOP IN COLORADO. 
STOP AND VISIT US & 


¢ CAPS ¢« FLAGS * HITCHCOVERS ¢ PENNANTS ¢ ART 

¢ T-SHIRTS ¢ MUGS e KEY RINGS ¢ X-MAS CARDS = * PROGRAMS 
¢ SWEATSHIRTS ¢ VIDEOS = * EARRINGS ¢ GOLF ITEMS e JACKETS 

e PULL OVERS ¢ DECALS ¢ CORN HEADS ¢ BELT BUCKLES ¢ MAGNETS 
¢ POLO SHIRTS ¢ CAR TAGS * BEARS ¢ CALENDARS 


¢ FOOTBALL JERSEYS ¢ AUTOGRAPHED HELMETS 
Register for (2) Big 12 Championship Game Tickets! 
210 Elkhorn Ave e 970-586-7335 - OPEN DAILY 10-5 
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Brown has had 
his ups and 
downs since 

kicking winner 
vs. Colorado 


By Mike Babcock 


lot has happened since 
Josh Brown kicked a 29- 
yard field goal as time 
elapsed to give 
Nebraska a dramatic, 
34-32 victory against Colorado at 
Memorial Stadium a year ago. 

Some has been good. Much has 
not. Even so, “I’m probably more 
positive now than I was before,” 
Brown said recently. “I’ve brought all 
the good out of the worst situation in 
my life. 

“Going through what I went 
through and then coming out of it 
has made me see things differently. 1 
think there’s good in all bad things. I 
believed that before. But I believe it 
even more now.” 

The particulars have been suffi- 
ciently publicized. Brown initiated 
an off-field incident involving a for- 
mer girlfriend and was punished 
both by the legal system and by 
Coach Frank Solich. That’s in the 
past. Brown has moved on. And the 
ex-girlfriend remains one of his 
biggest fans, he said. 


Josh Brown (26) leaps into the arms of 
fullback Judd Davies after kicking a 29- 
yard field goal as time expired to give 
Nebraska a 34-32 win over Colorado 
last November in Lincoln. 


It merits mention here only by 
way of explaining the reaction by 
some who don’t know him. He won- 
ders sometimes exactly what fans are 
thinking when he runs onto the field. 

“They judge me now,” he said. 
“That's always going to come into 
play.” 

Such judgment is human nature, 
of course. And, after all, Brown did 
create the situation for which he is 
being judged. He doesn’t deny that. 
But the judgment can be more severe 
because of what he does on a football 
field. Being a kicker doesn’t allow 
any margin for error, athletically or 
personally. 

For some — and it’s probably a 
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relative few — “when I succeed, 
when I help this team out, I think 
they forget about it. All they see then 
is the kicker that helped the team,” 
said Brown. “But if I fail, if I do 
something wrong, I’m ‘just a crimi- 
nal anyway, so what does it matter?’ 

“That’s what some people, a very 
small percentage but some, may 
think.” 

Until the off-field incident, Brown 
was riding the crest of his 
Cornhusker career, following the 
field goal against Colorado. Even 
after two field goals and a long extra- 
point kick against Oklahoma — he’s 
from Foyil, Okla. — the Colorado 
game remains the highlight of his 
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athletic career. 

“That was a kicker’s dream,” he 
said. “I don’t think anything right 
now is going to surpass the excite- 
ment and the thrill of kicking the 
winning field goal and then having 
your team react the way it did. 
Everybody came together at that one 
moment, in those last seconds to win 
the game.” 

Colorado scored a touchdown 
and added a two-point conversion to 
take the lead with 47 seconds remain- 
ing. But the Cornhuskers responded 
by driving down the field on the 
passing of Eric Crouch and the 
receiving of John Gibson and Bobby 
Newcombe to set up Brown’s game- 
winning kick. 

Had he missed, he would have 
experienced an agony comparable to 
the ecstasy. It wouldn’t have been 
more intense than that of his team- 
mates. But it certainly would have 
been more public. 

a> Even though his kick was the 
2 he ‘= ame’s defining moment, it depend- 
mare pian Oo) Poet SRS Sree 3 on asthe that eed it. 
Josh Brown became the No. 1 kicker as a redshirt freshman, making 14 of 20 field When Brown ran onto the field, he 
goal attempts in 1999. heard someone say, “Here’s the 
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whole ball game.” 

That wasn’t the whole game, how- 
ever, he said. “It’s a team effort.” 

The same was true of the previous 
season’s Colorado game, when the 
Cornhuskers escaped Folsom Field 
with a 33-30 overtime victory, after 
Jeremy Aldrich missed a 37-yard 
field goal as time elapsed in regula- 
tion. Because of that miss, Aldrich 
had to deal with the down side of 
kicking. 

“His life was hell, I know it was,” 
Brown said. “I heard about things 
that happened to Jeremy, how the 
media scorned him for losing the 
game. It blows you out of the water.” 

Brown, who kicked field goals of 
34 and 37 yards in the game, 
empathized with Aldrich. 
Opponents or not, they shared a 
common bond because of the posi- 
tion they played. 

Brown was happy that the miss 
gave his team an opportunity to win. 
But watching Aldrich was “horrible 
because you know everyone’s going 
to look at that one kick, regardless of 
how back and forth that game went, 
no matter how many lead changes 
there were,” said Brown. 

“No one remembers the missed 
blocks, the missed tackles, how good 
or how bad the offense and defense 
played. They remember the kick. 
Your heart goes out to the guy 
because you know he’s going to suf- 
fer for everyone’s mistakes, not just 
his. You don’t want to be in his shoes. 

“But there’s always going to be 
that opportunity, where it comes 
down to a kick.” 

And especially, it seems, when 
Nebraska plays Colorado. Five or 
fewer points have decided the last 
five games between the teams. The 
Cornhuskers won 16-14 at Lincoln in 
1998. They won 27-24 at Boulder in 
1997, after leading 27-10 after three 
quarters. And they won 17-12 at 
Lincoln in 1996. 

Colorado has staged dramatic 
comebacks in the last two games at 
Folsom Field, scoring 14 points in the 
final 3:16 of the 1997 game and out- 
scoring Nebraska 24-0 in the fourth 
quarter of the 1999 game to force the 
overtime. Regardless of their record, 
the Buffaloes “show up to play,” 
Brown said. 


The Nebraska game is their 


“Super Bowl,” he said. “That's the 
great respect they show us, that they 
feel this is the biggest game of their 
whole season. It has taken me a 
while to realize that’s the way it is for 
them. They are playing for every- 
thing that means something. It’s their 
whole summer of workouts, their 
whole winter of workouts, put into 
one game. Emotionally, that’s what it 
is for them. 

“They get excited about this 
game, just like we get excited for 
Oklahoma. But it (beating 
Oklahoma) was just a step for us. For 
Colorado to beat us, the season does- 
n’t even need to continue.” 


After being suspended for the first 
game this season, Brown returned to 
regain his job as the No. 1 place-kick- 
er, only to lose it temporarily to red- 
shirted freshman Sandro DeAngelis. 

It has been something of a roller 
coaster ride since the Colorado game 
a year ago. “It was very, very frus- 
trating,” said Brown. “You didn’t 
know what the coaches were think- 
ing.” 

He tried to deal with the uncer- 
tainty by being patient. “I wanted to 
be patient and allow the ability God 
gave me to come out,” he said. “You 
rush things, you end up messing 
things up.” 
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Nebraska has lost just once in two seasons under John Cook. 
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Chilling Out 


Cook’s kinder, 
gentler approach 
helps Huskers 
play their best 
volleyball of year 


By Todd Henrichs 


ome coaches take a look 
in the mirror in search of 
answers. John Cook 
went to the videotape. 
And Nebraska’s head 
coach didn’t necessarily like what he 
Saw. 

His players weren’t communicat- 
ing and allowed otherwise harmless 
attacks to fall on the Huskers’ side of 
the net. There were other errors, too, 
each uncharacteristic of a team most 
believe should be the best college 
volleyball has to offer this season. 

But Cook fast-forwarded through 
those parts. He was watching 
Nebraska’s bench, seeing first hand 
his own demeanor in the heart of the 
battle. What he saw were too many 
scowls, too many times with arms 
folded over notebook, or with back 
slumped and head buried in his 
chest. 

He immediately vowed to change. 
And with a new body language came 
a lot more smiling faces around the 
Coliseum. 

“The way he’s changed his com- 
munication has helped us because 
it’s easier when someone's encourag- 
ing you to do something rather than 
just demanding, ‘Do this,’ or ‘Do 
that,’ ” Nebraska’s Jenny Kropp said. 
“He has kind of chilled out, and 
we've picked up on that.” 

You can’t tell by the wins and loss- 
es — the second-ranked Huskers’ 
winning streak has grown past 20 — 
but it’s clear Nebraska started played 


its best volleyball of the season since 
the kinder, gentler Cook surfaced in 
early October. 

The turning point followed 
Missouri's trip to Lincoln. The Tigers 
are a top-25 contender this season, 
but haven’t taken even a game from 
Nebraska at the Coliseum since 
Kropp or any of her teammates were 
born. 

The streak remained intact, but 
not without Nebraska having to 
scramble. The Huskers needed 10 
straight points to take game two, 
after trailing 24-20. Then, in game 
three, NU dodged game point twice 
before winning 35-33. 

Visibly distraught during the 
match, Cook cut loose on his team 
afterward in the locker room. In front 
of reporters, he all but said he hoped 
his team would have lost a game to 
teach them a lesson. He was out front 
in challenging the leadership of the 
team to turn things around. 

“T don’t know if we get bored, or 
we just think we're so physically tal- 
ented that we don’t have to work 
hard,” Cook said. “But when you 
start letting balls drop on your side, 
there’s no excuse for that.” 

He even took a shot at the Tigers, 
cracking on his post-match radio 
show that Missouri would have 
called off school the next day had it 
won a game. 

It was just another of the things 
Cook regretted over the next few 
weeks. And when NU traveled to 
face a fired-up group of Tigers for the 
late-October rematch, Cook asked his 
own players to bail him out. 

Nebraska won, but with a game- 
one loss that otherwise might have 
set off the Huskers’ coach. But this 
time, Cook was reserved and grateful 
just for the win. 

Kropp, a senior captain, said the 
Huskers can tell a difference in their 
coach. Cook still demands a lot in 
practice, but he is noticeably looser 
when matches are played. 

“A lot of times we can feel when 
Coach Cook is a little tense,” Kropp 
said. “I think maybe sometimes that’s 
when we feel we have to play per- 
fect.” 

Cook is a self-described perfec- 
tionist, someone who expects the 
same from others. He’s renowned for 
trying out different hotel rooms on 
the road until finding the one just 


right for his taste. 

As for meals away from home, 
they’re a whole other matter. 

Coaching at Nebraska, Cook is 
near perfect with the only loss com- 
ing early this season at top-ranked 
Long Beach State. 

Tournament selections will be 
made Nov. 26, and most experts 
expect Nebraska and Long Beach 
State will ultimately play for the 
national championship. With only 
three weeks left in the regular season, 
the 49ers were still unbeaten, and 20- 
1 Nebraska was beginning to hit its 
stride. 

The Huskers won dangerous road 
matches at Texas A&M, Texas and 


Texas Tech in relative ease, extending 
NU'’s conference winning streak past 
40. At home, the Huskers were domi- 
nant in sweeping the likes of Kansas 
State and Kansas. 

In the latter match, Nebraska com- 
mitted only six hitting errors. The 
resulting .523 attack percentage was 
the Huskers’ best mark in over a 
year. 

“Whatever interference we've had 
from the pressure, expectations or 
whatever, they just played for them- 
selves,” Cook said following the 
match, flashing a smile rarely seen 
over previous weeks. “That’s what 
was so much fun to watch.” 

Let's go to the videotape. 


She doesn't 
think you 
make enough 
money. 


YOU SHOULD: 


A. Take a second job. 


B. Apologize. 


C. Get a new banker. 


Don’t you want more from a bank? We think you do. 
At First National Bank, you'll always get the 
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ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 
ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 

GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 

IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 

KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 

LSU - Tiger Rag 

LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 

MIAMI - CaneSport 

MICHIGAN - Wolverine 

MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 
MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 
OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 


*|| TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 


TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 
VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 
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Five Down, 


One to Go 


Huskers trying 
to go 6-for-6 
in in-state 
recruiting 
battles 


By Doug Horwich 


ebraska’s basic recruit- 
ing strategy has 
remained consistent 
for many years now, 
and it’s not likely to 
change any time soon. 

First and foremost on the list of 
recruiting priorities at Nebraska is 
the goal of signing every in-state 
prospect who receives a Husker offer. 
In most years, this is a goal that 
Nebraska achieves, but occasionally 
an in-state player will opt for an out- 
of-state program. 

This goal is particularly vital to 
Nebraska’s continued success, as the 
state has a small population base and 
produces a relatively limited number 
of Division I scholarship athletes 
each year. Because Nebraska has tra- 
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Omaha Central's Mark LeFlore is rated 
as the No. 13 receiver in the nation by 
Rivals100 Recruiting. 


ditionally relied on in-state talent to 
form the core of its recruiting classes, 
the Huskers have to sign the over- 
whelming majority of the top in-state 
prospects each year in order to 
remain successful. 

To supplement this core group of 
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in-state players, Husker coaches 
cherry-pick from established national 
recruiting territories to fill the 
remaining scholarships. This basic 
recruiting formula is used by most 
programs around the country, but 
Nebraska’s emphasis on_ in-state 
recruiting success is probably 
unmatched by any other school. 

However, despite having a small 
in-state talent pool, Nebraska is also 
th only Division I program in the 
state and benefits from the absence of 
a rival in-state program. Teams like 
Iowa State and Kansas are not so for- 
tunate, as they have to battle in-state 
rivals Iowa and Kansas State for in- 
state prospects. 

The 2002 year was expected to be 
one in which as many as 9-10 
Nebraska high school seniors might 
receive Husker offers. However, that 
number has turned out to be a high 
estimate, and with only 14 scholar- 
ship seniors graduating this year, 
Nebraska coaches have been very 
selective in offering in-state players. 

Only six in-state seniors have 
received scholarship offers to play 
football at Nebraska this year, not 
including Lincoln Southeast’s Alex 
Gordon, who accepted a Husker 
baseball scholarship. Of the six, five 
have already committed to Nebraska, 
with the exception being Omaha 
Central running back David Horne 
(6-foot, 200, 4.5). 

Horne has remained wide-open 
for months now, with a top five of 
Colorado, Michigan, Nebraska, Notre 
Dame and lowa that has remained 
fairly consistent. Despite the fact that 
he has attended numerous Husker 
games, Horne has not yet made an 


official visit to Lincoln. 

“TL won't break down the schools 
until after my visits,” Horne said. 
“Nebraska is even with the other 
four. The only reason that I haven't 
scheduled a visit yet to Nebraska is 
because I have already been there 
many times. I’ve already seen it all. 

“Other than spending the night in 
Lincoln with some of my friends on 
the team, there probably isn’t a whole 
lot that I haven’t already done down 
there.” 

Horne said his first visit will be to 
Colorado. 

“My first visit is to Colorado (Nov. 
23) to see them play Nebraska the 
day after Thanksgiving,” he said. “I 
then go to Michigan on Dec. 1, to 
Notre Dame on Dec. 8 and to lowa on 
Dec. 15. My fifth visit will probably 
be taken to Nebraska, although I 
haven’t set that one up yet.” 

Horne is one of the top-rated run- 
ning back prospects in the country, 
and is yet another great Central High 
School running back, in a long line of 
great backs that includes Gale Sayers, 
Ahman Green and Calvin Jones. 

Needless to say, the Husker coach- 
es will be very disappointed if Horne 
decides to leave the state to play foot- 
ball, and recent recruiting battles for 
Central prospects Brandon Williams 
(Michigan) and JaMaine Billups 
(lowa State) did not turn out in 
Nebraska’s favor. 

One factor possibly working in 
Nebraska’s favor with Horne is that 
his friend and Central High team- 
mate Mark LeFlore (6-0, 185, 4.45) has 
already orally accepted a Husker 
scholarship offer as a wide receiver. 

LeFlore has been committed to 
Nebraska for more than a year now, 
but he had planned to accompany 
Horne on a few recruiting visits. 
However, after an official visit to 
Lincoln during the weekend of the 
Oklahoma game, LeFlore canceled all 
of his remaining visits and reaffirmed 
his long-standing Husker commit- 
ment. 

“T've been committed to Nebraska 
for over one year now,” LeFlore said. 
“T had scheduled visits to lowa and 
Colorado and was considering taking 
trips to Tennessee and Wisconsin, but 
I've realized that there is no need to 
take other visits. 

“After being down there with the 
players and talking to them about the 


Recruiting Notes 


Top Running Back 


Picks Volunteers 
By Rick Shaw 


ebraska coaches recently received some bad news regarding 
one of their top recruiting targets for the class of 2002. 
Standout running back prospect Gerald Riggs Jr. delivered 
an oral commitment to the Tennessee Volunteers on Oct. 28. 
The 6-foot, 220-pound superstar out of Red Bank High School in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., is widely considered to be among the top three high 
school running back prospects in the country. 

Although Riggs is committed to Tennessee, the Huskers still hold a 
glimmer of hope in landing this high school All-American. He still looks 
to take an official visit to Lincoln sometime this winter. 

“He would still like to visit Nebraska and Michigan, if they are inter- 
ested,” said Riggs’ father, Gerald Sr. 

— The son of a former Cornhusker is getting lots of attention from the 
Nebraska coaches. 

Matt Spaeth, a 6-7, 245-pound tight end/defensive end prospect out of 
St. Michael High School in Albertville, Minn., is getting weekly calls from 
the Husker coaches and may see a scholarship offer soon. 

Spaeth, whose father Ken lettered at Nebraska in 1975-77, has already 
been offered scholarships by Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Alabama and is 
hearing from Notre Dame and Iowa, in addition to the Nebraska. 

“Nebraska is a good program, and they are always a good team,” 
Spaeth said. “That is what I like. Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Minnesota are 
probably my top three teams.” 

Spaeth is averaging 15 tackles per game from his middle linebacker 
post as a senior and has recorded a team leading 6 interceptions. 

— Nebraska is looking to help restock its offensive line with another 
talented blue-chipper out of Hawaii. Samson Satele, out of Kailua High 
School in Kailua, Hawaii, has been offered a scholarship by Nebraska and 
has the Huskers on his early list of favorites. 

“Hawaii, Nebraska, Washington, BYU, and Colorado have all offered 
me,” Satele said. “I like the coaches at Nebraska and the training and 
weight lifting that they do there.” 

The 6-4, 295-pound Satele said that he will likely take visits to all five 
of his favorites, although he admits that the home state team will be tough 
to turn down. 

“Distance is probably a factor,” Satele said. “It will probably come into 
play with my decision.” 

— Distance shouldn’t be a factor in Donny Mateaki’s college decision. 
The blue-chip defensive end prospect from Iolani High School in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, has set up an official visit to Nebraska for Dec. 7. 

The 6-6, 260-pound Mateaki has also planned recruiting visits to 
Colorado and Oregon. 

“Y’ll also definitely visit Arizona,” Mateaki said, “and either 
Washington or Wisconsin. I just want to see how I get along with all of the 
coaches and if the coaches are going to be there the full four or five years 
that I will be there. That will be the deciding factor for me.” 

Mateaki has already recorded 13 sacks for the 2001 season and has 
been offered scholarships by all of his favorites except Nebraska. 

“Everybody in our school and community talks highly of Nebraska 
and Colorado,” Mateaki said. 
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recruiting process, I don’t think that 
taking additional visits would be 
worth it anyway. I’m not going to 
take any more trips.” 

LeFlore’s commitment has always 
been considered solid, but the Husker 
staff will certainly feel better about 
his intentions now that he has can- 
celed his remaining visits. 

LeFlore’s trip to Lincoln probably 
could not have gone much better. 

“On a scale of 1 to 10, I would 
score the visit a ‘10,’ ” he said. “I 
stayed with Lornell McPherson and 
DeAntae Grixby and got a chance to 
hang out with the players and talk to 
the coaches. 

“T brought a football down there 
and was having all of the past 
Nebraska greats that were at the 
game sign it. I had Neil Smith, 
Ahman Green, Scott Frost and others 
sign the ball. ] even met Barry Switzer 
and had him sign it. He laughed and 
said it was the first time he could ever 
remember having somebody ask him 
to sign a Nebraska football.” 

LeFlore also had a chance to talk to 
former summer camp attendee Mike 
Stuntz. 

“He was pretty excited about the 
game,” LeFlore said. “I wasn’t sur- 
prised that he made the big play. He 
has always passed well. I went to 
summer camp with him during the 
summer going into my junior year. 
He was right on the money with all of 
his passes — outs, hitches, deep balls- 
he could throw them all. 

LeFlore said his weekend in 
Lincoln was fun. 

“T expected to have a good time, 
and that’s what I had. It will be fun to 
be a part of all of that next year.” 

“All of that” could involve on- 
field activities as well as off-the-field 
activities for LeFlore. A number of 
true freshmen tend to play every year 
at Nebraska, and LeFlore is likely to 
be one of those players next season. 
With blazing speed and outstanding 
hands, he has established himself as 
one of the top wide receiver prospects 
in the nation. 

However, LeFlore also has a repu- 
tation for being a fierce blocker-a trait 
that will help to get him onto the field 
early at Nebraska. 

In the Huskers’ platoon wide 
receiver system, LeFlore could see 
substantial time in a rotation with 
Wilson Thomas next season. 
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Heisman candidate Crouch appreciates support 
of fans, Cornhusker teammates 


ERIC CROUCH WALKED OFF the 
FieldTurf at Memorial Stadium for the final 
time following a game, to the cheers of 
many who have watched him perform for 
four seasons. The moment was bittersweet, 
heightened by the melancholy sounds of the 
Dan Fogelberg song of the early 1980s “Run 


Mike for the Roses.” 

BABCOCK Cornhusker fans are thinking of the Rose 
Bowl and a national championship now, jus- 

tifiably so. 


He walked off by himself, or at least “I’m pretty sure | 
did,” he said. 

Sometimes the particulars of such a point in time are lost 
in the emotion. 

Before stepping beneath the South Stadium stands, he 
waved to those cheering above. 

“I didn’t expect anything less than what happened today 
as far as support the state has shown and given to these play- 
ers and myself the last four years,” he said. 

If the Heisman Trophy were to be awarded by 
simple acclamation of those in the South 
Stadium stands, Crouch would have carried it 
with him into the locker room. 

They don’t have Heisman votes, of course. 
But they do remind him that he is a serious can- 
didate for the award as college football’s best 
player — with, among other things, their cam- 
paign signs. 

“T can tell you this much, it’s just been great 
to have that support,” he said. 

But, he has been quick to add whenever the 
Heisman Trophy is at issue, he isn’t concerned 
about the award. And if he were to win it, well, 
he would have to share it with his teammates. 

“That's just the kind of player | am, the per- 
son Lam,” he said. 

Even so, the Heisman Trophy could be his for the taking. 
With each victory, his candidacy is strengthened. His statis- 
tics against Kansas State might not seem Heisman-like: 106 
yards and one touchdown rushing, 3-of-7 passing for 60 
yards, with two interceptions. 

But “you can’t run an offense against these people on the 
ground without having a quarterback like Eric Crouch 
because he gives you so many things you can go to, and (he) 
just gives you an added dimension that most people don’t 
have in their offense,” Coach Frank Solich said. 

“He certainly was a key, and we built around him, the 
entire game, which was obvious.” 

Solich’s endorsement of Crouch was unsolicited, and it 
included taking responsibility for the second of Crouch’s two 
pass interceptions. “Really, that was not Eric’s interception,” 
said Solich. 

Because he called the pass, “that was probably my inter- 
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Eric Crouch has passed 
for 1,312 yards and 
rushed for 953. 


ception,” he said. 

Crouch’s Heisman candidacy got a boost over the week- 
end when Miami quarterback Ken Dorsey threw four inter- 
ceptions in an 18-7 victory at Boston College and UCLA run- 
ning back DeShaun Foster, the nation’s third-leading rusher, 
didn’t play because of a suspension for violating the NCAA’s 
extra-benefits rule. It appears now that Foster might miss the 
remainder of the season. 

Crouch doesn’t try to pretend he isn’t aware of such 
things. 

“Obviously, since I’m in that campaign, I’m going to 
receive a lot of information about it, the situation,” he said. 
“I’m aware. | do watch (ESPN's) ‘Sports Center.’ I do watch 
the nightly news once in a while. I do read the paper. So I am 
informed of the situation.” 

He just isn’t absorbed in it. “I understand the goal of this 
program is to win football games. I really don’t care about 
any personal honors. That's kind of how I’ve been,” he said. 

A year ago about this time, Crouch received a letter from 
the Downtown Athletic Club of New York City, 
notifying him that he was among the 10 finalists 
for the Heisman Trophy. 

“That was exciting just to receive a letter that 
had the Heisman title on it,” he said, adding that 
he still has the letter somewhere at home in 
Omaha, though he probably couldn’t readily 
findl it. 

The odds are he will join an elite group of 
NCAA Division I-A quarterbacks who have 
rushed for 1,000 yards and passed for 1,000 yards 
in the same season. He already has more than 
1,000 yards passing. And he has rushed for 953 
yards, with, in all probability, two games that 
count left to play. 

If Nebraska doesn’t beat Colorado to advance 
to the Big 12 championship game, his chances of 
winning the Heisman Trophy will diminish, any- 
way, because his most significant statistic is victories. 

“That we're winning football games speaks for itself in a 
lot of ways,” he said. “There are a lot of great football players 
out there, but they’re not winning; they’re not successful.” 

And that’s what could determine who takes home the 
Heisman Trophy this season. 

The ballots were mailed on Nov. 7 and must be returned 
by Dec. 7 at 5 p.m. 

The Downtown Athletic Club will invite the top finalists 
to New York City for the presentation ceremony, and Crouch 
almost certainly will be among those at the Marriott Marquis 
on Times Square. And if he leads the Cornhuskers to two 
more victories, he could very well bring the trophy home. 

Then he would turn his attention to bringing home 
Nebraska's sixth national championship trophy. 

He has made it perfectly clear which of the two is more 
important to him. 
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